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[bookmark: _GoBack]Like many of us have troubles giving farewells to our loved ones, Paul had the same struggle. However, the struggle to break free was because of Paul’s admiration of the efforts shown by the churches in Macedonia (now known as Greece) and Achaia. This paper is going to encompass the observations found in the life of Paul as a minister and a servant of the Lord.
The internal Conflicts
At Corinth, the apostle was fraught with the hefty duty of teaching and spreading the word of God in a City that was full of wickedness. The problems of the Corinth city infected the church and to the verge of fully dismantling the church, Paul did not give up or feel inadequate. Instead, he rose up and wrote the first epistles to the Corinthians to help them lead a life that was free from the worldly wickedness. 
             External tribulations. Simply for preaching the word of God, Paul became a victim of mistreatment. He faced challenges and hardship for being a witness to Jesus’ work. In Philippi, Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned. However, instead of ceasing their praise to the Lord, Paul and Silas kept on praying and singing Hymns. “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God” (Acts 16:25). If any of the 21st-century ministers was found in such a situation where they had to praise the Lord regardless of the pain, would they do like Paul? Again, Paul endured the suffering he faced in Jerusalem after losing his liberty for 2 years.
            Rigors of God’s ministry. Paul did not have a comfortable life. He describes the challenges he faced as an itinerant apostle. Galatia was a young church that was crumbling because of the tension between the Jewish law and Paul’s authority. Christians in this city were newly converted Gentiles and due to this, Jews wanted them to follow the law in order to be regarded as true Christians. To refute the Judaizers and call back the Galatians to church, Paul had to constantly keep on confronting the issue of Jewish law. In Galatians, Paul informs the believers that freedom is by faith and not by the law. By demonstrating the meaning of faith and showing what the Old Testament teaches regarding grace, Paul expected the church in Galatia to fight Judaism. 
              Principalities and powers. Paul wrote the epistle to the Ephesians while in Jail in Rome. Even though the letter is not written to confront any hearsay, Paul wrote it to strengthen the faith of the people in Ephesus which later spread in all Asia. In the epistle, Paul addresses the issue of principalities and powers in Ephesians 6:12. He says “for our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil” (6:12). Paul expected the recipients of the epistle not no worry about the principalities and powers of evil, “for he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” (Col 1:13). 
               Struggles of the Corinth church: Lord’s Supper. In a way, it is interesting how Paul handles sinful church of Corinth. There wickedness provoked Paul to write the first epistle. To address the spiritual struggles in Corinth, Paul talked about the Lord’s Supper and its importance in the proclamation of the Gospel. Immorality, schisms, and idolatry were some of the issues that disrupted the true worship of the Lord in Corinth. The word of the Lord was seen week and a failed project. However, Paul ascertains them that the power of God is seen as such through the universal eyes (1 Cor 1). Paul expected the Corinthians to be serious with the word of God by observing the Lord's server. Their reply would only be through the change from the immoral activities of the world. The apostle never gave up on the Corinthians to an extent of writing the 2nd epistle to the same group.
In a nutshell, Paul is an example of a true leader of the church. Every leader is encouraged to lead the congregation in a way that shows observance of the Lord's supper. The life of Paul is a showcase of what it means to be a servant of the Lord. Both internal and external challenges should not hinder one from proclaiming the word of God. 
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